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FRIDAY MORNING

TO THE PUBLIC.

The business office of THE REFUBLICAN for
the present will coutinue st Tenth eod D
streets, st which place all persons having busi-
mess relstions with the paper will call. Due
notice will be given of the removal of the
business department to the now REPUBLICAN

building.
LIGHT WANTED.

It has been announced that the Banking
and Currency Committee have determined
o0 Tequest the opinions of & large number
of gentlemen upon the financial situation
in order that they may be the beul:' enabled
to frame a bill which shall meet the neces-
sitics of the country and the demands of
the hour. This pursuit after useful inform-
stion upon the part of the committee is
praiseworthy, and itistobe sincerely hoped
that they will derive the advantages they
hope to derive from a consultation with the
leading merchants, bankers and financial
suthoritics who will be summoned before
them. The whole arrangement, however,
suggests one or two ideas which must have
occurred to everybody who thought upon
the subject at all when the annoumcement
was made.

In the first place, the proposition suggests
the extreme modesty of the committee, the
self-depreciation of its individual members,
the admission upon their part that, great
and eminent statesmen as they sll are, it is
still possible that there are men in the coun-
try who know possibly more sbout what
they are supposed to be fully informed upon
than they do themsclves. This humility
cannot but strike the country favorably,
and the spectacle of a dozen gentlemen il-
lustrious in legislation and distinguished in
politics receiving lectures in finance from
mere business men, sitting humbly st the
fleet of Mr. Stewart and Mr. Lowe and Mr.
Walker, will, we have no doubt, be ap-
plsuded by every sincere lover of his coun-
try. This modesty is all the more remark-
able when we recollect that ome of its
members oaly a short time since delivered
an sble argument upon the subject to s de-
lighted audience in front of one of our
hotels, and that another is popularly known
s the ““father of free banking,"” the leader
of & following which is almost powerful
enough to carry away our present financial
structure and replace it with his own little
edifice, under whose shadow panics will be
no more and all our misery and distress will
be at an end.

Of course, we, in common with all the
rest of the world, bow deferentially to the
committee; but at the same time we may,
perhaps, be permitted to question the wis-
dom pf the coumse they have scen fit to
adopt. We have, since they desire and
need it, no objection to their learning all
that is to be learned upon the subjoct which
they have specially in charge; to complete
the education for which all the long sum-
mer and the holiday recess was insufficient;
but what prospect is there that the majority
will be any further advanced in their
studies by next July than they are at pres-
ent? And meanwhile the country must
wait until the course of lectures is concluded
and the committee is gradusted, business
languishing, every vital interest suffering,
merchant and manufacturer in doubt as to
what may or maynot be done; what foolish
scheme may be broached; what imprcti-
cal theory may be incubated to puzzle
and bewilder the people. The members of
the committee mean well enough, but they
have taken the wrong means to get at the
opinion of the country. What they should
do is present their bill, or their ideas, if
they have any, as soon as possible to the
House and to the country, and let the coun-
try give its judgment'upon it. The idea of
summoning men from New York and New
Englind to the Banking and Currency
Committee rooms to read essays or make
specclies to the committee, while its mem-
bers sit around with their feet upon the
table, is absurd and ridiculous. But the
lecture programme has been decided upon,
and the process of injecting ideas into the
committee will begin in a few days. Let
us hope that the operation will be successful.

e e S ————

THE CENTENNIAL.

There has been much talk in Pennsyiva-
nia about the approaching celebration of
the Centennial Anniversary of American
Independence. From enthusisstic town
mectings, ot which large sums of money
were subseribed by patriots who expect no
Dbenefit from the cclebration in Philadelphis,
1o tea partics that required the two largest
halls in the city to contain the hilarious tea
drinkers, not forgeiting the stentorian crics
of the many-lunged press of the Btate for
the country to come up to the work of sub-
scription, there is a whirl of excitement
threatening to tumn the heads of sur grave
friends of the Keystone State. We admit
that Pennsylvania has done well in the way
of subscription, and we cannot deny that
there is a peculiar fitness in her encrgy.
‘We also are willing to grant the proposition
that Congress should give some aid towards
the celebmation. It isto be a national event.
No man apprecisting the liberties of our
country, the advantages of the republic,
the incorruptibility of the Government,
the purity of its statesmen and the hon-
esty of the masses that make upthe glorious
brotherhood who never make distinctions
of caste, condition or color—we say no man
appreciating these things can deny that

time, we do think that Pennsylvania should
not comfort hersell with the hope that the
Treasury can be drawn upon for s princely
sum. The war cry now is ecomomy
throughout the entire country, and we can
hardly expect very special favors to be made
for one State, when the rest sre to be put
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EvER syxca the salary bill was firs consid-
ered there has besn an undemisble disposition
evinced by Congressmen to stifie the medsurs
by ridicule, or, In the event of fallure in this,
to lavolve the officers of the executive depart-
ments by thrusts at the meagre increased
salary permitied them. After s lengthy con-
test these tactics were abandoned in the House
only to arise in {he Benats when the bill was
fairly in a condition to warrant immediate sc-
tion. mmummmd-ﬂy
evidenced this peurile spirit, which, unani-
mously seconded by Democrats and Liberals,
would wrong execulive officers, compelled to
reside in Washington the entire year, by an In-
sinustion that the salary allowed for their ser-
vices was extravagant. While the attempt to
shift to the executive departments a propor-

tionate share of the blame for the originalact | o o, o

of Congress might be overiooked In the lower
House, it is not in keeping with the dignity and
independence of the Senato to override popular
feeling by sllent but direct jnnuendoes against
subordinate officlals who, laboring falthfully,
are {lly compensated for the valuable gervice
rendersd. The propositions eonstantly spring-
ing forth in the Senate are more numerouas but
identical in action with those proposed In the
lower body, and will not appease the indig-
nation aroused by the retroactive policy hither-
to indulged in. Continusd debato has shown
that many are loth to returm to the old
standard, but should no escape be possible,

compensated, even with the slight increasc al-
lowed last March. Bhould Congress reduce
the allowanee of executive officers, it will be
an evident fact that the increase was made to
givecharacter to “‘self-pay” and to partially
divert sttention from the “‘grab” then permit-
ted. But the faflure then should be a startling
admonition that paltry dealing with able offi-
cers will not redound to the Congressional
character, and can only ba recelved with ill-
favor by the intelligent of the!and. The mere
fact that Democrats attempt to engineer thess
clandestine attacks should place the majority
on guard, and prevent the ambuscade intended
by treacherous guidance without the limits of
the legitimate route marked out by the popular
verdict. All that is demanded can be accom-
plished by the repudiation of the back-pay
provisions and the resamption of the old sal-
ary, and no complatnt will be made that Con-
gress has been deficient In virtus, becauss no
indicstion was evolved to affect those parties
rightly swardel incomo sufficient to live de-
cently, and thereby enabled to serve the Gov-
ernment well without the taint of suspicion
enveloping thelr character as men.

Tun Narioxar REpuBLICAK has reapetedly
pointed out the futility of the wasteful expen-
diture of eloquent thought upon this salary
question, and Congresscan do little better than
to immediately acquiesce in a return to the old
law, then Instantansously grapple with the im-
portant problems for the day forgotten.

Owing to the pervensity of & Democrat,
another day has been waated by the !euln in
*Ralk’ about fhe salary bill
amendment was introduced, each provocative
of lengthy discussion, and ultimately intended
to affcct nothing, and after a day’s scision mo
sdvance in legisiation s witnessod. Therc was
an exception. Mr. Hamilton, of Maryland, &
Democrat, proposed to include in the scope of
the bill all officers whose salary was increased
in March last, and such is the docility preva-
lent that the lead thus inaugurated was fol-
lowed by s majority of the Bemate. But the
sttempt made toretain the futuresalary of Con-
greasmen until the payments for this Congress
were equalized at the old rate of compensation,
failed to be sanctionad by the Senators deter-
minedly cuttiog down the compensation of
others. This was refused on constitutional
grounds, and an adjournment exhibited the
sirictest economy when applied to executive
officers, and when Congressmen are covcerned,
Mnﬁmalhw preventsd sueccsafal

'I'ho eﬂnuﬂmnl bill came up in the House
for dis jon, and fur d sn opportunity
for the usual amm of speech elrculation
throughout the country. The penchant some
members have for delivering speaches for dis-
tant readers was admirably (llustrated by Mr.
Kasson, of Iowa, who seems desirous to reform
by word of mouth. The expiration of the
moming hour, however, cut off this readable
sensation, and led the way to business of a
more practical form. to arrange-
‘meut the naval bill came up for consideration.
Mr. Hale, of Maine, gave a lengthy exhibition
of the merits of the bill, which, economical in
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party with a spirit of and esperity
worthy of a better cause.

the wonderful achievements of this party of
progress, including the of a gigan-
tic rebellion, the construction of s Paclific rafl-
road, the maintenspes of the public eredit, the
reduction of customs duties and of direct taxa-

ral statsof prosperity unexampied lnthe former
historyof the eountry,with a sound natiosal cur-
rency equally available in all sectious of the
country,"there are still many old Democrats

who affect to believe that the countryis just|

nmthnmormmmmmm
inent among these stapds Senstor Bayard, of
the gallant littie State of Mm;mm
staunch Republican journal, the Wilmington
Commercial, graphically limas in the following
sketch. The portrait will stand equally well
for many of his fellows, and it fa commended | %
to thelr counsiderstion. The Baltimore Sun
maysee in it & fair likeness to some of the
Senalorial arpirants in the State of lnuiuﬂ
if 1t will examine it withoat

such political ideas and plans. We cannot agree
with & prfblie man who holds to them. We prefer
Democratio dootrines, and a real Democrat to
represent them. MNr, Hayard iss it Seantorof
his party in Delaware, bat we beliove in w reform
which shall izaprove on both.";
——

Hox. Avzx. II. Brepaexs, who has been
severely criticised by some Southern papers for
his speech and vote on the salary bill, has
written a letter, in which he says:

480 far as I am indlvidually concerned, I
care very little about the fignre at which Lhe
pay may be Gxed. While I am here I can live
upon &s Hitle as any other member or Senator.
All that I received as a member of Congrees
during my sixtesn years' service was spent in
Washington or in the discharge of my public
duties st home, s0 far as related to procuring

oeloci..l
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tiom as well as of the public debt, and & gene- | v
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and sending useful Information to the peopl

generally, as well as responding to special de- | J55™

mands on my attention by individuals from all
parts of the country. My private estate was
not increased s dime during that whole period
from Government pay, nor did I ever make or
recelve, directly or indirectly, s dime for any
services rendered my constituents or others in
socuring pensions, bounty lands, or the pay-
ment of claims of any sort from any of the
public Departments, or for any other Lhing
said or doue by me in Washington during that
sixtern years of service.

“While I am here, In the future as in the past,
I consider mynelf the public servant of the peo-
ple, and shall be contented with whatever pay
may be legally allowed me, and shall not eon-
sider it elther dishonorable or dishonest to re-
celve whatever amount, high or low, that may
be s0 allowed.

“In the momey view, however, on the fizures
fixed by the last Congress, afler expenses
here, 1 could not possibly realize from the
Government pay hall what I made annually in
the last four years from the use of my pen
alone, disessed and erippled, and confined as 1
was st my home. Boall will, Joubtless, readily
perceive that I have not been governed by any
mercenary motives in -sccepting my present
position, even on the idea of my having as-
sumed its dutles for a stipulated consideration.”

B
Tux New York Tribuns ls horrified to think
the Government should pay the of | 8%
importing merchants for exposing the frauds | traciin
which their employers perpetrate upon the
public revenues. It characterizes such con-
Mumwmuﬂnmdm
Government engaged In It. What is the Gov- |
ernment, pray, but the collective indusiry of
the nation! What Is & fraud upon the revenue
but & theft from the hard earnings of the
people! If the Tribune could learn from one
of its employees that another one was, steal-
ing from ita funds, would it not reward the
honest one for his fidelity! The importer’s
clerk ts one of the people and & tax-payer.
In defrauding the Government his employers
defraud him in common with all ather tax-

purpose, is destined to curtall the proportions
of an already limited navy. It should be noted
that the declaration that Secretary Robeson
avowed his ability to sustain the nsval element
with decreased sppropriations is not entirely in
sccordance with fact, as It was specifically
stated that Increased allowances were impera-
tively demsnded, but whatever Congress ap-
propriated would be judiciously expended.
After affording an opportunity to Mr. Woeod, of
New York, to send off the yearly and charse-
teristic assault on the naval management, the
House adjourned.

—— i ——e

RicEARD GRAXT Wnrre some years ago
mc-pnprrlnwhlch he prophesied the de-
cline of tragedy and advance of comedy upon
the American stage. It is a question worth
discussion whether the hurry and worry of our
almost anomalous life, with Its crowding into
minates the hours of life, will not make us im-
paticnt of the woe of the tragic wall, snd de-
mand relief in the rattle and mirth of comedy's
joyous rollickings. Certainly, the success of
Offenbach is evidence of the willingness with
which the business-hardened and overworked
average American brain partakes of the lotos
leaf which Lrings forgetfulness. His plots are
nasty, his characters are nastier, his music is
to the Art what the twang of a Japanese string
is to the pure melody of & Paganini’s tons.
The whirl, the idiotic madness of his choruses,
the gbandon of his arias It up the pall that
wraps the brain, and If the rellef has the flavor

of aloohol, it fe relief, and 1t is taken for |°F

the temporary good, despite the scars left be-
hind. If Meyerbeer, grand and swaying; Mozart,
tender and soothing; Beethoven,with Lhe aroma
of heaven; Wagner,with the passion and frenxy
of hel'; If “Robaire,” the “Magic Flute,”” “Fj-
dello,” “Tannhauser,”
Sphere with reverend fingers, are passed by for
the smirk and grimsce of *La Belle Helene,”
be mot proof that there is a feeling for a differ-
ent atmosphere upon the stage of late it is hard

. “Hamlet,” “King Lear,” “Richard,”
with the life lessons which they teach, are less
popular than “Under the Gaslight, “The
Little Detective,” and “Across the Plains"
But beside the tendency to indifference

touching the musical |

pay The money withbeld from the Treas-
ury enriches the felonious importer at the
expense of the honest merchant by way of in-
creased profits upon his goods. Just fm the
proportion that frands arc permitted is the ne- | [p
cessity of increasing the rate of taxation, for
the Government must have a certain amount of
money from that source.

——e
Gov. HanTANPFT's first annual message to
the Pennsylvania Legialature confirms the wis-
dom of that Btate in the selection of Its chiefl
magistrate. He presents the wants of its gov-
ernment in clear, terse terms. Hit recom-
mendations show discernment, and his com-
ments upon State policy solid common sense.
Referring to the Centennisl, Gov. Hartranft
makes the suggestions to Congress :
“To stamp the Centsonial, however, with the
character of & national entarprise It must re-
ceive assistance direct and substantial from the
National Government. Congress must set the
seal of its approbation upon the work of the
commission, and manifest not only an interest
in the great undertaking, but s determination
that in its proportions and grandear the Ameri-
ean exposition shall eclipss all thoss which

ment of the arts and sciencea In all the avenunes
of our industry surpess those of the Old

World.”

———
Ir wis a good point made by Mr. Ransler,
BSouth Carolina, in his advoeacy of the clvil
rights bill, thet he wanted a law to protect re-
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MERCHANT TAILORS.
EH, PUGEL «& 8017,
MERCHANT TAILORS,
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d thelr first of Fall Goods,
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F. A. BUSWELL. H. A. HALL,
Late Sup't of Assts and Taxes,

F. A. BOSWELL & C0.,

Stock Brolkeorms,
%33 Four-and-a-hnalf sireot north west,
Hm Roard of Public Works bullding.
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Ih- givea lhe sctilement Ofdl.ll-nwdl

UNDERTAKERS.
RICHARD F. HARVEY,
Undertaker,

(FUCCESSOR TO HARVEY & MARR,)
Ko. 934 F STREET,
-.lel-lllll_ Tenth stroets.

RICHARD W. BARKER,
CABINETMAKER AND UNDERTAKER,

NU. @ ELEVENTH STREET NUORTHWEST,
Between F and @,

The Celebrated Stein

ﬂ‘lmﬂcﬁﬁ- Caskets and Cof-
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No. 918 Pens. Avenoe.

GO TO TEEL’S,

33 Fenmsylvanis Avemna,

HOLIDAY GOODS!

He has just received & new Iot, vis:
MORNING GOWINES,
SILK AND CASHMERE MUFFLERS,
STANDLEY SCARFS, PRINCE TECK SCARYS,
WINDSOR SCARFS, NECK TIES,
All of the sbove are of the newsit styles.
COURYOISIER’S KID GLOVES,

in one and two buttons. &

REYNIER'S CASTOR GLUVES,
in one and two buttons.

Choleo assortment of CALP, lined with plush and
lamb's wool, snd other styies of GLOVES.

FREN(H GILT SLEEVE BUTTONS,
BLIDES AND BCARYF PINS,

OXYDIZED SLEEVE BUTTONS, SLIDES AND

ECARY PINS,

HEMSTTTCHED AND HEMMED HANDKERCHIEFS,

SILX, ALPACA AND GINGHAM UMBRELLAS.
— Oardigamn Fackotms.
The Best Holiday Present

I8 TO GO TO
e
and sybseribe for & MAGAZINE or PAPER. He
takes P . p rates and dellvers
to suy part of the city.
JONN C. PARKER,
dectd 57 Seventh street.

Bm BARGAINS IN ELEGANT

HOLIDAY GOODS.
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m;em
N THR

NATIONAL UNION FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY,

OF WASHINGTUN.

Cash Capital
Sarplus - -
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CRARTERED BY COXGRESS, FREBRUARY I, 1565
’;’;‘:- low as those of any olher first-class com-
alr dealing and prompt settiement of all losses
unnlﬂd.“
OFFICERS:
Bamnel Bac
oW Blewe Vice Frest, Wikl Dixon,
Marshall #NI;:' lﬁmr& j}wh.
" Y% Bichard Wallach. -
NOBLE D. RNE
M

_decm-tm g ety R
FIRE ASSOCIATION

PFPEIILADEI.EFEXLA.
Imsorperstied March 37, 1930,
Capital, $500,000 00
Assets, January 1, 1878, $2,068,088 08

Thisold and rehable INSURANCE COMPANY
coutinues to Insure

AGAINST LOSS BY FIRE,

BUILDIKGS, HO D FURNITURE, AND
m GHM‘L

AR .

WILLIAM DICKSON, Agent.

and-a~haif stroet.

INSURANCE.

QUEEN ﬂt‘l |mmu: CONPANY,
or v
Assers ﬂ-.ll.
United States Finte Slass l—_
Company,
TALLMADGE & ©0, $
'.’_l street, National Bank of Bepublic Building.
T TR COROCOILADN

FIRE COMPANY
District or Columbia,

ORGANIEND APRIL 1, 352
$1060,600

Offices: No. @8 Fifteeuth street, No. ™ Foar-
sad At
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School papers farnished ﬂ&b-

Jnthenington&Son,

ENGLISH AND PACKING TRUNKS,
LADIES'SA’ -
GENTS TRAVELING

BAGS,
N A
WORK HARNESS, BADDLES,
OARRIAGE *lﬂ, mwvm
) L
OLD AND FRACTICAL MANUFACTORY OF
James S. Topham & Co,
Ne. 480 Sevemth adjoining Odd

N AT TN G
TEUNKS COVERED, AND TRUNKS AND HAR-
NESS HEFAIRED

PrompULYY dretcla workmen _deB v
HOTELS & RESTAURANTS.

THE IMPERIAL HOTEL,

JANYS SYKES, Preprictor,
FRONTING PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE,

Bet. Thirteonth and Fourteenth sts.,

WASRINGTON, D. C.

ARE YOU INSURED?

IF NOT, AFFLY TO THE OLD

n.r.uﬁ'fn
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Mew Yorh mh—-md New York,
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JAMES H. MoGILL,
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WILLARD'S HOTEL,|=

WASHINGTON, D. C.

R T,

R h IR ». CAXE, Propristor.

C. C. WILLARD,
mbblﬂnou-e,

WASHINGTON, D. 0.
Cornor of Poumsylvamia aveaws and
Savemth streed,
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